
 
 
 
 
To:   Department Chairs 
From: P. Hertz/Director of Astrophysics, NASA 
Date: June 5, 2017 
Re:  Future of NASA’s Astrophysics Postdoctoral Program  
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
Last year, I proposed changes in the way that NASA conducts its Hubble, Einstein, and Sagan 
Astrophysics Postdoctoral Fellowship Program. These changes were discussed extensively by the 
Astrophysics Subcommittee at its July 2016 and October 2016 meetings. Since then, we have 
been working towards a plan to implement the Subcommittee’s recommendations. 
 
These changes will mainly impact the early career scientists who apply to this fellowship 
program. With this letter I hope to communicate the main changes to the program, which I hope 
you will communicate to your colleagues in your department. 
 
Starting with the Call for Proposals in 2017, there will be a single application for the fellowship 
program (instead of three separate applications in the past). All applications will be judged via a 
single joint review (instead of three separate reviews in the past). We anticipate selecting ~24 
fellows per year whose proposed science research will span the breadth of NASA astrophysics. 
The call for applications, anticipated in late summer / early fall 2017, will contain additional 
details regarding the application process and the roles and responsibilities of the host 
institutions. 
 
The fellowship leads for all three predecessor programs will jointly manage this new merged 
program which will be called the NASA Hubble Fellowship Program. After selection, new fellows 
will be labelled as Hubble, Einstein or Sagan Fellows within the NASA Hubble Fellowship 
Program, depending on their primary science goals. The fellowship leads (Andy Fruchter at STScI 
for Hubble, Paul Green at Harvard-Smithsonian-CfA for Einstein, and Dawn Gelino at IPAC / 
NExScI for Sagan) will oversee the fellows’ progress, address any questions or concerns, and 
organize the annual science symposia. 
 
Please address any question to Dr. Kartik Sheth (kartik.sheth@nasa.gov), the Program Scientist 
at NASA Headquarters for the NASA Hubble Fellowship Program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul Hertz 
Director, Astrophysics Division 
Science Mission Directorate 


